FONTANA PREMICEN / DISASTER F

UMELCI: NOMEDA & GEDIMINAS URBONAS

Miesto: Bunky na Looke, Trend&in
Datum: 19. - 20. august 2026, o0 18:30

Koncept: Nomeda & Gediminas Urbonas (Litva/USA)
Spolupraca na dizajne: Dimitrios Moutafidis (Grécko)
Spolupracuijuci hasici: Dobrovolny hasi¢sky zbor Opatovce

Spolupraca na diele: Simonas Sidlauskas (Litva)
Kuratorka: Lydia PribiSova
Projektova manazérka: Veronika Juricova

Producent: Trencin 2026 - Eurdpske hlavné mesto kultury

V ramci kurdtorského programu Aqua Vitae, ktory pre projekt
Trenéin — Eurdpske hlavné mesto kultury 2026 pripravila
kuratorka Lydia PribiSova, vytvorila umelecka dvojica Nomeda
a Gediminas Urbonas participativnu inStaldciu Fontana
premien / Disaster Fountain, ktora premiefna hasi¢sku techniku
na fontanu reagujlicu na klimatické zmeny a pracuje s dvoma
prirodnymi Zivlami — vodou a ohfiom.

Projekt reaguje na ¢oraz ¢astejSie obdobia extrémnych horuc¢av
a pristupuje k vode ako k aktivnemu médiu starostlivosti
o mesto. Vodu chdpe ako spolo¢ny zdroj prepajajuci verejnu
infrastruktdru, krajinu a komunitu, pricom zdéraziuje jej
vyznam v kontexte klimatickych zmien.

Dielo vzniklo v spolupraci s Dobrovolnym hasi¢skym zborom
Opatovce, ktorého vybavenie, technické know-how a pracovné
postupy sa stali neoddelitelnou suc¢astou projektu. Hasi¢ské
hadice, prudnice, ohriovzdorné textilie a konstrukéné prvky
sa premiefaju na hydraulické prostredie navrhnuté tak, aby
ochladzovalo verejny priestor a zaroven vytvaralo spolo¢ny
participativny zazitok.

InStaldciu tvori Sest socharskych objektov prepojenych
hasi¢skymi hadicami. V neaktivnhom stave funguju ako
autondmne sochy vo verejnom priestore, po napojeni na vodu
sa v8ak premiefiaju na Zzivy systém. Prudiaca voda uvadza
fontanu do pohybu, vytvara akustické rezonancie, osviezujlcu
vodnu hmlu a neustdle sa meniace vodné formacie. Navstevnici
samoOzu ochladit alebo priamo vstupit do interakcie s prudiacou
vodou a stat sa aktivnymi Uc¢astnikmi jedine¢nej performancie,
v ktorej sa prepaja umenie, technoldgia a verejna participacia.

Sochdarske formy Cerpaju inSpiradciu z tajomného Voynichovho
rukopisu z 15. storoCia. Jeho zahadné ilustracie rastlin,
hydraulickych systémov, kupelov a nezndmych ritudlov
odolavaju interpretacii uz celé starocia. Umelci tuto obraznost
pretvaraji  do sucasného participativneho prostredia,
v ktorom sa voda stava médiom pohybu, energie a kolektivheho
stretnutia.

Pritomnost ohfa zostdva v diele latentnd a prejavuje
sa prostrednictvom vedomosti a technoldgii hasicov, ktori
sa podielali na jeho vzniku. Ich odborné znalosti tlakovych
systémov, hydrauliky a bezpecénostnych postupov ukotvuju
poeticku transformaciu infrastruktury v praktickej skisenosti
a vytvaraju jemny dialdg medzi vodou a ohriom, kontrolou
a spontannostou, ochranou a hrou.
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Nomeda a Gediminas Urbonas sU umeleckd dvojica

pochadzajlica z Litvy, ktord pésobi medzinarodne na pomedzi
umeleckej praxe, vyskumu a vzdelavania. Zalozili platformu
Urbonas Studio, interdisciplindarne prostredie spajajuce
umelcov, vedcov, dizajnérov a miestne komunity pri tvorbe
projektov zameranych na verejny priestor, ekoldgiu a ob¢iansku
predstavivost. Ich tvorba prepdja kolaborativny vyskum
s umeleckym experimentovanim naprie¢ disciplinami.

Ich projekty boli predstavené na vyznamnych medzindrodnych
vystavdach vratane Biendle v Bendtkach, documenta, Bienale
v Sdo Paule a Biendle v Gwangju. Gediminas Urbonas pdsobi
ako profesor programu Art, Culture and Technology na
Massachusettskom technologickom institute (MIT), zatial ¢o
Nomeda Urbonas je na MIT vyskumnou spolupracovni¢kou
(Research Affiliate).

Fontdna premien / Disaster Fountain je sucastou programu
Aqua Vitae, ktory kurdtorsky pripravila Lydia PribiSova.
Program otvara dialég o vode a rieke Vah prostrednictvom
interdisciplindrnych, site-specific, participativnych
a diskurzivnych umeleckych projektov. Prepdja umenie
s prirodnym prostredim, prind$a nové pohlady na zodpovedné
hospodarenie s vodou a iniciuje verejnu diskusiu o buduicnosti
riek a sladkovodnych ekosystémov v regione.
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* Fonténa premien je aktivitou projektu Aqua Vitae, ktory su sicastou Trendin 2026.
Trenéin 2026 finanéne podporuji Mesto Trengin, Treniansky samospravny kraj

aMinisterstvo kultiry SR. Partnerom je Eurdpska tnia.
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NOMEDA & GEDIMINAS URBONAS

Venue: Bunky at Looka, Tren¢in
Dates: 19. - 20. August 2026, at 18:30 p.m.
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Concept: Nomeda & Gediminas Urbonas (Lithuania / USA)

Design collaboration: Dimitrios Moutafidis (Greece)

Collaborating firefighters: Volunteer Firefighters Community of Opatovce
Art piece collaboration: Simonas Sidlauskas (Lithuania)

Curator: Lydia PribiSova
Project Manager: Veronika Juricova

Producer: Trencin 2026 European Capital of Culture

As part of curator Lydia PribiSovd’s Aqua Vitae curatorial
programme for Trenéin, European Capital of Culture 2026,
artist duo Nomeda and Gediminas Urbonas created Disaster
Fountain, a participatory installation that transforms firefighting
equipment into a climate responsive fountain engaging with
the two fundamental elements of water and fire.

The project responds to increasingly frequent periods of
extreme heat and approaches water as an active medium of
care for the city. It mobilises water as a shared resource that
connects public infrastructure, landscape and community
while highlighting its significance in the context of climate
change.

The work was developed in collaboration with the volunteer
firefighters of Opatovce, whose equipment, technical
know-how and working practices became an integral part
of the project. Fire hoses, nozzles, fire resistant textiles
and structural elements are transformed into a hydraulic
environment designed to cool public space while creating a
shared participatory experience.

The installation consists of six sculptural objects connected by
fire hoses. In their inactive state they function as autonomous
sculptures in the public space, but once connected to water
they transform into a living system. Flowing water sets the
fountain in motion, generating acoustic resonances, cooling
mist and ever-changing fluid formations. Visitors can cool off
or engage directly with the flowing water, becoming active
participants in a unique performance where art, technology
and public interaction converge.

The sculptural forms draw inspiration from the mysterious
fifteenth century Voynich Manuscript. Its enigmatic illustrations
of plants, hydraulic systems, baths and unknown rituals have
resisted interpretation for centuries. The artists translate this
imagery into a contemporary participatory environment in
which water becomes a medium of movement, energy and
collective encounter.

The presence of fire remains latent throughout the work,
embodied in the knowledge and technologies of the firefighters
who contributed to its development. Their expertise in
pressure systems, hydraulics and safety protocols grounds the
poetic transformation of infrastructure in practical experience,
creating a subtle dialogue between water and fire, control and
spontaneity, protection and play.

Nomeda and Gediminas Urbonas are a Lithuania-born artist
duo working internationally at the intersection of artistic
practice, research and education. They founded Urbonas
Studio, an interdisciplinary platform that brings together
artists, scientists, designers and local communities to develop
projects exploring public space, ecology and civic imagination.
Their work combines collaborative research with artistic
experimentation across disciplines.

Their projects have been presented at major international
exhibitions including the Venice Biennale, documenta, the Séo
Paulo Biennial and the Gwangju Biennale. Gediminas Urbonas
is Professor in the Art, Culture and Technology Program at the
Massachusetts Institute of Technology (MIT), while Nomeda
Urbonas is a Research Affiliate at MIT.

Disaster Fountain is part of the Aqua Vitae programme, curated
by Lydia PribiSova, which opens a dialogue on water and the
River Vah through interdisciplinary, site specific, participatory
and discursive artistic projects. The programme connects art
with the natural environment, offering new perspectives on
water stewardship while fostering public discussion about the
future of rivers and freshwater ecosystems in the region.
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Disaster fountain is part of the project Aqua Vitae which is included in Trenéin 2026.
Trenéin 2026 financially supported by the City of Trenéin, the Trenéin
Self-Governing Region, and the Ministry of Culture of the Slovak Republic.

The project is partnered by the European Union.
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